The Coming Civilization
while overlapped, or, rather, the capitalist system
was forming within the womb of the earlier economic
order. As far back as the fifteenth century in England
the market had begun to appear. But though it is
impossible to put an exact date to the overthrow
of Feudalism, we know that what is called the In-
dustrial Revolution gave an enormous impetus to
Capitalism, for it opened up entirely new methods
of producing goods -rapidly and cheaply. It sub-
stituted the steam train for the slow lumbering
horse-drawn transport, and the steamer for the
sailing-ship. Goods ceased to be individually hand-
made ; the factory became the unit,
It may be worth while to consider for a moment
the vast social changes which the coming of Capital-
ism involved. It meant the overthrow of the reign
of feudal aristocracy: political power passed into
the hands of the trading middle class, and most of
the aristocracy became traders and therefore were
merged in the middle class. It meant the building
of big cities and the drift of the community from
the land to the factory. Many people who have seen
the horror of slum life and remember the appalling
conditions of factory labour in the earlier stages of
Capitalism look back on the old feudal system with
sentimental regret, especially when they see how
the English countryside has been despoiled by the
hideous invasion of industrial machinery. Yet it
is doubtful whether the conditions of the peasant
under Feudalism were not worse than those of the